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Foreword 

Dear Readers, 

As already expected in the last Newsletter, the 
pandemic keeps dominating our daily life, 
private or professional, also in 2021. Most of 
this year’s meeting activities will be virtual 
events.  

In this Newsletter we have first the latest news 
regarding the 3rd IAGA-IASPEI Joint Scientific 
Assembly, which is joined by the 13th Assembly 
of our Asian regional commission. These news 
include an overview over the IASPEI related 
Symposia during the Joint Assembly and some 
information about the planned IASPEI training 
course in the week before.  

The following pages in the Newsletter contain 
a repetition of the call for nominations for the 
IASPEI Medal 2021, news from the 

Commission on Education and Outreach, as 
well as the International Heat Flow 
Commission (IHFC), and information about 
several coming IASPEI related events and 
initiatives. 

With great sadness I must inform you that one 
of our colleagues passed away. We remember 
him in an obituary. 

Please do not forget to send me information or 
corrections about international conferences 
and workshops with IASPEI related topics. 
This list can only be complete and correct when 
I receive information about such events and 
can update the Meetings Calendar of future 
Newsletters. 

Stay healthy, 

Johannes Schweitzer  
Secretary General 

 

3rd IAGA – IASPEI Joint 
Scientific Assembly 

Hyderabad, India 
also 

13th General Assembly 
Asian Seismological 
Commission (ASC) 

Planning Status 

After 1969 in Madrid, Spain, and 2001 in Hanoi, 
Vietnam, IASPEI will join again the 
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International Association of Geomagnetism 
and Aeronomy (IAGA) for a common Scientific 
Assembly in Hyderabad, India, in August 2021. 

After several meetings and discussions 
between the LOC in Hyderabad and the two 
Associations IAGA and IASPEI, it was decided 
that we continue with our plans for the 
Assembly but change from an in-person 
meeting in Hyderabad to a fully virtual 
conference during the same dates in August 
2021. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Asian 
Seismological Commission (ASC) could not 
meet in 2020 and decided to combine their 
meeting with the Joint Scientific Assembly of 
IAGA and IASPEI. 

The coming Assembly will become a new 
experience for all of us and many things have 
to be changed with respect to our traditional 
meetings. The LOC in Hyderabad has started 
to organize the Assembly under these new 
conditions. We all hope for a long list of 
participants and hope that the new conference 
form will enable many colleagues in the IASPEI 
community, who were not previously planning 
to come to India, to participate. 

Please follow the newest announcements on 
the conference website http://www.iaga-iaspei-
india2021.in/. 

 

Planned IASPEI related 
Symposia 

Since the last IASPEI Newsletter in December 
2020, the abstract submission for the meeting 
has been opened and a description of all 
planned Symposia has been published on the 
conference website http://www.iaga-iaspei-
india2021.in/. Here is a list of planned 
Symposia together with their conveners. 

Joint Symposia 

J1 Earth and planetary core structure and 
evolution from observations and 
modelling 
Conveners: Christopher Davies (UK), 
Swarandeep Sahoo (India), Kimberly 
Moore (USA), Christine Thomas 
(Germany) 

J2 Application of geophysical studies for 
understanding lithospheric structure 
and properties 
Conveners: Jerome Dyment (France), 
Vincent Lesur (France), Munukutla 
Radhakrishna (India), Anand. P. Singh 
(India) 

J3 Lithosphere-atmosphere-ionosphere 
coupling: seismo ionospheric and 
electromagnetic anomalies 
Conveners: Mala S. Bagiya (India), 
Elvira Astafyeva (France), Yasuhide 
Hobara (Japan) 

J4 Joint inversion methods and other 
interpretation strategies to integrate 
multidisciplinary geophysical data 
Conveners: Max Moorkamp (Germany), 
Gesa Franz (Germany), Alan Jones 
(Canada), Ulrich Achauer (France) 

J5 Cratons & mineral exploration 
Conveners: Stephan Thiel (Australia), 
Fiona Darbyshire (Canada), Prasanta 
Patro (India) 

J6 Marine geophysics 
Conveners: Amir Haroon (Germany), 
Vera Schlindwein (Germany) 

J7 New knowledge of intraplate 
earthquakes using ground and 
satellite observations: marking two 
decades of the deadly 2001 Bhuj 
earthquake 
Conveners: Ramesh P. Singh (USA), 
Vineet Gahalaut (India) 

http://www.iaga-iaspei-india2021.in/
http://www.iaga-iaspei-india2021.in/
http://www.iaga-iaspei-india2021.in/
http://www.iaga-iaspei-india2021.in/
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J8 FAIR data and TRUST repositories in 
the geosciences: licensing, data 
publication, citation, … 
Conveners: Simon Flower (UK), 
Masahito Nosé (Japan), Anatoly 
Soloviev (Russia), Aude Chambodut 
(France), Helle Pedersen (France), 
Florian Haslinger (Switzerland) 

J9 Analogue data for the future: 
preservation and present-day 
utilization of historical data in the 
geosciences 
Convener: Josep Batlló Ortiz (Spain), 
Edward Cliver (USA), Justin Mabie 
(USA), Anna Skorkina (Russia), 
Masahito Nosé (Japan) 

J10 Innovation in geoscience education 
and outreach 
Conveners: Manoj Nair (USA), Edgar 
Bering (USA), Raju Sakar (Bhutan), 
Hannah Rogers (UK), Tereza 
Kameníková (UK) 

IASPEI Symposia 

S1 (CoSOI) Observational seismology - 
open session seismology 
Conveners: Torsten Dahm (Germany), 
Johannes Schweitzer (Norway) 

S2 (CoSOI & CoESM) Standardization and 
automatic procedures in source 
studies 
Conveners: Simone Cesca (Germany), 
Domenico Di Giacomo (UK), Kristin 
Pankow (USA) 

S3 (CoSOI & CoESM) Anthropogenic 
seismicity 
Conveners: Stanislaw Lasocki (Poland), 
Harsh K. Gupta (India), Beata Orlecka-
Sikora (Poland) 

S4 (CoSOI) Seismic scattering and 
absorption, ambient noise, and 
monitoring Earth's structure 
Conveners: Hisashi Nakahara (Japan), 
Ulrich Wegler (Germany), Jayant N. 
Tripathi (India) 

S5 (CoSOI) Advancements in observation, 
processing and interpretation of 
seismological data 
Conveners: Francesco Grigoli 
(Switzerland), S. Mostafa Mousavi 
(USA), Aitaro Kato (Japan) 

S6 (CoSOI) Collection, interpretation and 
publication of paleo and historical 
earthquake data 
Conveners: Paola Albini (Italy), Kenji 
Satake (Japan), Jian Wang (China), 
Javed N. Malik (India) 

S7 (CoSOI) National and regional 
earthquake data centers: highlights 
and challenges 
Conveners: D. Srinagesh (India), Dmitry 
Storchak (UK) 

S8 (CoSOI) Advances in geophysics, 
atmospheric science, and signal 
analysis for monitoring the CTBT 
Conveners: Keith L. McLaughlin (USA), 
Inna Sokolova (Kazakhstan), Alexander 
Smirnov (Kazakhstan) 

S9 (CoSOI) Cryoseismology 
Conveners: Myrto Pirli (Norway), Masaki 
Kanao (Japan), Paul Winberry (USA), 
Douglas Wiens (USA) 

S10 (CoSHRSGM) Site and source 
modeling for urban seismic 
microzonation studies 
Conveners: Prantik Mandal (India), Utpal 
Dutta (USA) 

S11 (CoEGP) Earthquake generation 
process & forecasting models 
Conveners: Eleftheria Papadimitriou 
(Greece), Alexey Zavyalov (Russia), 
David Rhoades (New Zealand), 
Rajender Kumar Chadha (India), Petr N. 
Shebalin (Russia) 
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S12 (CoEGP) Interdisciplinary 
observations of pre-earthquake 
processes: a new approach towards 
earthquake prediction studies 
Conveners: Dimitar Ouzounov (USA), 
Sergey Pulinets (Russia), Katsumi 
Hattori (Japan), Patrick Taylor (USA) 

S13 (CoESG & SEDI) Seismic structures in 
the mantle 
Conveners: Christine Thomas 
(Germany), Barbara Romanowicz, 
(France/USA), Sebastian Rost (UK), 
Stéphane Rondenay (Norway) 

S14 (CoESM & CoSOI) Earthquake source 
mechanics 
Conveners: Satoshi Ide (Japan), 
Keisuke Ariyoshi (Japan), Daniela Kühn 
(Norway), Seok Goo Song (Korea), 
Anna Skorkina (Russia) 

S15 (CoTCS) Fine structure of the 
lithosphere 
Conveners: Prakash Kumar (India), 
Ulrich Achauer (France) 

S16 (CoTCS & ILP) More than 40 years of 
seismological research within ILP 
Conveners: Michael Weber (Germany), 
Magdalena Scheck-Wenderoth 
(Germany), Uli Achauer (France) 

S17 (CoTCS) The crust of oceans, margins 
and continents – from regional to 
global context 
Conveners: Gabi Laske (USA), Walter 
Mooney (USA) 

S18 (CoTCS & ILP Task Force CoLiBrI) 
Integrated seismological studies of 
the continental lithosphere - what we 
can learn from seismic anisotropy 
and other geophysical methods about 
the (micro-)plate structure and fabrics 
Conveners: Jaroslava Plomerova 
(Czech Republic), Juan Carlos Afonso 
(Australia), Nicola Piana Agostinetti 
(Austria) 

S19 (CoTCS) Intraplate seismicity: 
distribution, properties and causes 
Conveners: D. Srinagesh (India), Won-
Young Kim (S. Korea / USA), Lars 
Ottemöller (Norway), Stéphane 
Rondenay (Norway) 

S20 (CoEO) Seismology education, citizen 
science, and global resilience to 
earthquakes 
Conveners: Raju Sarkar (Bhutan), Aaron 
Velasco (USA), Xyoli Pérez-Campos 
(Mexico) 

S21 (CoEO & CoSHRSGM) Role of 
seismologists and earthquake 
engineers in community development 
Conveners: Ramesh P. Singh (USA), 
Rajib Shaw (Japan), Raju Sarkar 
(Bhutan) 

S22 (ASC & CoSHRSGM) Neotectonics, 
seismicity and seismic induced 
hazards in Asia 
Conveners: Harsh K. Gupta (India), 
Zhongliang Wu (China), Ruben 
Tatevossian (Russia), Gary Gibson 
(Australia) 

S23 (ASC & CoSOI) New technology for 
earthquake observation and data 
explanation in Asia 
Conveners: Paramesh Banerjee 
(Singapore), Toshiaki Yokoi (Japan), Li 
Li (China) 

S24 (IHFC) Towards 60 years of activity of 
the International Heat Flow 
Commission 
Conveners: Sukanta Roy (India), 
Robert N. Harris (USA), Sven Fuchs 
(Germany), Massimo Verdoya (Italy) 
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IASPEI Summer School 

The IASPEI Commission on Education and 
Outreach is planning an IASPEI Summer 
School on “Principles of Earthquake Location 
and its Correlation with Seismic Network 
Designs” for the week before the Scientific 
Assembly (16 – 20 August 2021).  

The summer school will be organized as a 
virtual course for approximately 30 persons. It 
will be a 15-hour training course on the 
principles of earthquake location and seismic 
networks, distributed in five days. It will include 
theory and hands-on exercises. Lectures will 
be given by seismologists and network experts 
from around the world. Last-year graduate 
students and early-career research scholars in 
the fields of Seismology, Earthquake 
Engineering and Geophysics can participate. 
Candidates from underrepresented groups and 
countries are particularly encouraged to apply. 
For more information, check the webpage: 
http://iaga-iaspei-india2021.in/iaspei.html 

 

Call for IASPEI Medal 2021 
nominations 

The award of an IASPEI medal has been 
decided during the 2011 General Assembly in 
Melbourne. 

The IASPEI medal is awarded for merits in 
seismology: for sustaining IASPEI goals and 
activities and for scientific merits in the field of 
seismology and physics of the Earth's interior. 
The IASPEI Bureau is in charge of taking the 
decision about who, among the candidates 
nominated at large, will be the medal recipient. 

Until now, the IASPEI Medal has been 
awarded to Robin Adams (2013), Willie H. K. 
Lee (2015), Bob Engdahl (2017) and Brian L. 
N. Kennett (2019). 

Nominations of candidates for the IASPEI 
Medal 2021 are still due until 28 February 
2021. 

Please send nominations attached with a CV 
of the candidate and a letter of motivation for 
the nomination to: 

Johannes Schweitzer, IASPEI Secretary-
General (iaspei@norsar.no) 

 

News from the IASPEI 
Commission on Education 

and Outreach 
The IASPEI Commission on Education and 
Outreach (CoEO), has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the National 
Science and Technology Center for Disaster 
Reduction (NCDR), Ministry of Science and 
Technology (MoST) of Taiwan. This MoU has 
come in force on 8 January 2019. The main 
goals and missions of the MoU are:   
1) Installing a pilot test sensor network in 
Chukha Dzongkhag (district) for geo-hazards 
related research and education at the Royal 
University of Bhutan (RUB);   
2) Sharing experience and knowledge about 
early warning systems for earthquakes and 
landslides;  
3) Promoting a knowledge-based capacity 
building program through introducing new 
technology in support of policy and decision 
making;  
4) Enhancing bilateral partnership through an 
efficient collaboration; and   
5) Facilitating joint publication based on 
outputs of the pilot test. 

Prior to the installation of P-alert earthquake 
early warning systems and Rain-gauges in the 
Chukha Dzongkhag district, CoEO organized a 
training programme on “Earthquake Early 
Warning Systems and Rain-gauges for 
Bhutan” in New Delhi, India, from 26 – 27 
November 2019.  

http://iaga-iaspei-india2021.in/iaspei.html
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Figure 1 Training participants (Photo: by the 
author) 

Then, the installation of the P-alert equipment 
took place between 14 December 2019 and 8 
January 2020. However, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, not all stations could be serviced 
and maintained. Therefore, some of them are 
currently not sending their data in real time. 

 

Figure 2 P-alert after installation (Photo: by 
the author) 

Raju Sarkar, CoEO Chair 

 

News from the International 
Heat Flow Commission 

(IHFC) 
IHFC term 2019-2023 

The last election of the International Heat Flow 
Commission (IHFC), held during the IUGG 
meeting in Montreal in July (2019), has 
revitalized the commission and fostered some 
significant changes in the Commission’s work. 
With 22 members from five continents, 12 of 
them elected for the first time, the commission 
is now focusing with increasing attention on the 
needs and demands of global research related 
to the thermal aspects of the Earth’s interior. 
The commission has introduced an IHFC logo 
and launched a new online presence 
(www.ihfc-iugg.org) to display and 
communicate the broad tasks, activities and 
progress of the commission’s work. Recent 
outreach activities include communication in 
social (scientific) networks, which brings the 
commission’s existence and duties back to the 
attention of the global heat-flow community.  

 

New logo of the International Heat Flow 
Commission. 

The “7th International Meeting on Heat Flow 
and the Geothermal Field” (Cermak7) was 
intended for continuation with the series of the 
famous former “Czech castle meetings” 
Unfortunately, the global COVID pandemic 
inhibited the successful accomplishment of the 
Cermak7 Meeting in spring 2020 that is 
postponed to 2022. 

http://www.ihfc-iugg.org/


IASPEI Newsletter - 7 - December 2019 

Collaborative Revision of the Global Heat 
Flow Database 

After online surveys and intensive open 
discussions with the scientific community, the 
IHFC acknowledged the broad range of the 
community’s perspectives on the current 
database and the problems associated with it. 
A growing number of heat-flow values, 
advances and improvements in scientific 
methods, digitization and changes in data 
recording, spreading of invalidated and old 
database versions across the internet, and 
improvements in database technologies have 
been identified as key arguments for a 
reassessment of the global heat-flow data. To 
provide an authenticated and quality-controlled 
heat-flow database that meets these aspects, 
the commission set up an international and 
collaborative program for the revision of the 
Global Heat-Flow Database.  

The first step towards that goal has now been 
made by defining and updating a new 
database structure that was last amended in 
1976. Despite the COVID pandemic, the new 
structure has been developed by self-
organized working groups during a series of 
online workshops and meetings which were 
attended by researchers from all over the 
world. The results are due to be published in 
April (cf. www.ijthfa.com). The new database 
takes advantage of today's possibilities for data 
management, supports FAIR and open data 
principles and enables the interoperability with 
external data services (DOI, IGSN) and 
resources (world geological map, world 
stratigraphic system, and International Ocean 
Drilling Program data, etc.). In parallel, a new 
heat flow-data viewer has been developed and 
launched that is now to the service of the 
community (www.ihfc-iugg.org/viewer) and 
may help to get a quick overview of the existing 
data. Feedback to this service and the 
functionality is always welcome. 

 

Screenshot of the IHFC heat flow data viewer. 

The new database structure will also lay the 
foundation for the essential next step of 
reassessment, quality control and revision of 
the existing global heat-flow data. For this, the 
IHFC will announce a global collaborative 
project in summer 2021, where experts on heat 
flow and thermal-field research are invited to 
join and contribute. Transforming 100 years of 
collected heat-flow data into a unified and 
quality-proved global database for the benefit 
of all and in a reasonable time, is a huge task 
for which we invite the community and your 
helping hands. Already interested? 
heatflow@ihfc-iugg.org!  

2021 IAGA-IASPEI Joint Scientific 
Assembly  

As one of the oldest Commissions of the 
IASPEI and in preparation of the Commission’s 
60th anniversary in 2023, the IHFC is 
sponsoring a symposium at the 2021 IAGA-
IASPEI Joint Scientific Assembly (21–27 
August 2021, Virtual Conference; www.iaga-
iaspei-india2021.in) entitled "Towards 60 years 
of activity of the International Heat Flow 
Commission". The symposium has been 
designed to cover all aspects of heat-flow 
studies and applications. It provides a good 
opportunity to highlight the significant 
achievements of the heat-flow community and 
to promote the contributions of IHFC to IASPEI 
themes. The abstract submission is open and 
your contributions are welcome. 

http://ijthfa.com/
http://www.ihfc-iugg.org/viewer
mailto:heatflow@ihfc-iugg.org
http://www.iaga-iaspei-india2021.in/
http://www.iaga-iaspei-india2021.in/


IASPEI Newsletter - 8 - December 2019 

Attached to this symposium, the IHFC mid-
term business meeting will take place. It will be 
used to present the activities from the different 
working groups, as well as to discuss and 
initiate further changes and transformations 
required to prepare the commission for the 
tasks of the next years.  

Massimo Verdoya, massimo.verdoya@unige.it 
Sven Fuchs, fuchs@gfz-potsdam.de 

 

XXth General Assembly of 
WEGENER (World 

Earthquake GEodesy 
Network for Environmental 

Hazard Research 
For 40 years now, WEGENER gathers 
Geoscientists wishing to cooperate on the 
application of geodesy to the study of the 
geodynamics in the Alpine–Mediterranean 
plate boundary. The XXth assembly is planned 
to be organized in Marrakech, Morocco, 25 – 
29 October 2021.  

Proposed sessions include new methodology 
in geodetic observation and analysis, 
integration of geodetic, tectonic and 
seismological data to better understand 
earthquakes and the earthquake cycle, 
potential fields, intracontinental deformation, 
volcanoes, glacier, landslide processes. 
Training courses in GNSS, InSAR, Active 
Tectonics and Modeling will be organized for 
students before the meeting. The WEGENER 
assembly will be organized under the umbrella 
of the new joint IAG-IASPEI Subcommission 
3.5 "Seismogeodesy". 

The local organizing committee welcomes you 
and suggests you book the dates and to 
prepare your contributions to the different 
sessions. 

The local organizing committee follows the 
evolution of the situation and will continuously 

post information with regard to the pandemic 
situation in Morocco. The final decision will be 
taken by mid-June 2021. Please check the 
following website: 
https://wegener2021.sciencesconf.org 

Looking forward to seeing you in Marrakech, 

Abdelali Fadil 
Mustapha Meghraoui 
Jean-Mathieu Nocquet 

 

New IAG – IASPEI Joint 
Study Group on “Geodetic, 
Seismic and Geodynamic 

Constraints on Glacial 
Isostatic Adjustment” 

Glacial isostatic adjustment (GIA) is a process 
that drives present-day displacement, 
gravitational changes, rotational parameters, 
stress states, ongoing sea-level change, both 
in the open ocean and at coastal environments. 
These changes occur over the entire globe, 
and they may be integrally related to changes 
in massive ice sheets. The computation of 
forward and inverse GIA models is relevant to 
past, recent and future changes in Earth’s 
topography, gravity, rotation, stress state and 
sea-level. Current models depend on many 
parameters, including the structure of the 
Earth’s interior, including radial and lateral 
structure. Traditional models used Earth 
parameters associated with PREM or other 1D 
models with radial viscous structure 
determined iteratively. Recent GIA models use 
the 3D seismic velocities to create viscosity 
maps. Within this study group, we draw 
together new model capabilities from several 
disciplines: geodesy, seismology, mineral 
physics, laboratory-based creep laws, and 
geodynamics to create a dialogue between 
these disciplines on the right usage of Earth 
models and their effect on geodetic 
observations. In particular, we will discuss the 
integration of geophysical, seismological, 
geodynamical modeling and fundamental 

mailto:massimo.verdoya@unige.it
mailto:fuchs@gfz-potsdam.de
https://wegener2021.sciencesconf.org/
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mineral physics into GIA models, and model 
results. In addition, we focus on general 
principles that GIA models must apply to 
properly define the lithosphere and mantle 
using all pertinent rheological principles and 
geophysical observables. Also, the 
applicability of models based on the transient 
response of post-seismic relaxation following 
earthquakes with magnitude 7.0 and larger to 
the constitutive laws assumed valid in GIA 
models will be discussed. Assessing the 
uncertainties associated with scaling seismic 
tomography models to laterally varying GIA 
model computations is an additional topic that 
will be investigated.  

The study group is led by Rebekka Steffen 
(The Swedish mapping, cadastral and land 
registration authority, Sweden) and Erik R. 
Ivins (Jet Propulsion Lab., US). If you would 
like to receive more information about this 
group, please send an email to the chair 
Rebekka Steffen (rebekka.steffen@lm.se). 

 

Focus Group on AI for 
Natural Disaster 

Management 
On 15 – 17 March, the newly established ITU 
/ WMO / (UNEP) Focus Group on AI for Natural 
Disaster Management (see 
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-
T/focusgroups/ai4ndm/Pages/default.aspx) 
will have its first (one day) workshop and (two 
day) meeting (both online). 

The workshop (10 AM – 2 PM CET) will 
highlight exciting research and activities in this 
domain. In the subsequent meeting (10 AM – 2 
PM CET, both days), we will discuss practical 
aspects of the focus group, including 
identifying our first use cases. 

For the use cases, we welcome proposals 
(i.e., describing types of natural disasters that 
are — or could be — better managed through 
leveraging AI), which should be submitted in 
advance of the meeting (the deadline for 

submission and document template will be 
posted on the focus group homepage) and 
presented during the meeting. For each 
approved use case, we will also select a 
chair/co-chairs to coordinate all activities 
related to the use case. 

To ensure that you do not miss any news of the 
focus group, we hope that you will join our (low 
volume) mailing list. Instructions can be found 
here https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-
T/focusgroups/ai4ndm/Pages/quicksteps.aspx
. Registration for the workshop and meeting is 
free and will be possible over our homepage in 
the next weeks (please stay tuned). Please 
ensure that you have received a confirmation 
of your registration (note: registrations will 
probably require an approval from the focal 
point at your institute). If you have any issues 
joining the mailing list or registering for the 
meeting, please contact the focus group 
secretariat (tsbfgai4ndm@itu.int). 

Please note that the deadline for registration 
and for submitting proposals is 2 March 2021. 

We look forward to welcoming IASPEI and 
IAVCEI members to this exciting event and to 
having ongoing participation in the focus 
group! 

Monique Kuglitsch, Fraunhofer HHI, Germany, 
monique.kuglitsch@hhi.fraunhofer.de  

 

2021 Summer School at Les 
Houches (France) on "Core-
Mantle Interactions through 

time" 
This interdisciplinary 4-week summer school 
(June 28 – July 23, 2021) follows the style of 
the CIDER program with two weeks of formal 
lectures and tutorials and two weeks of work in 
small groups on interdisciplinary research 
projects, for which the topics will be chosen by 
brainstorming during the first two weeks. This 
program is open to advanced graduate 
students and post-docs.  

mailto:rebekka.steffen@lm.se
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/ai4ndm/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/ai4ndm/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/ai4ndm/Pages/quicksteps.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/ai4ndm/Pages/quicksteps.aspx
mailto:tsbfgai4ndm@itu.int
mailto:monique.kuglitsch@hhi.fraunhofer.de
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Faculty-level researchers are welcome to 
apply for 2-week-long stays. 

To find out more and apply: 
https://coremantlehouches.github.io/ 

Application Deadline: March 15th, 2021 

The school will only take place if the COVID-
19 situation allows it. 

Questions: Barbara Romanowicz 
(barbara@seismo.berkeley.edu) 

 

Obituary 
 

Alan Edward Beck 
(1928 – 2020) 

 

 

Alan Edward Beck, Professor Emeritus of 
Geophysics at the University of Western 
Ontario, passed away peacefully on December 
1st, 2020 at his home in London, Ontario. He 
was born January 27th, 1928 in London, 
England.  

Professor Beck was the Head of the 
Department of Geophysics (now Earth 
Sciences) at the Western Ontario from 1963 to 
his retirement in 1993. From 1979 to 1983, he 
chaired the International Heat Flow 

Commission (IHFC), the inter-association 
commission of the IASPEI, and held leading 
positions in several international scientific 
organizations. In particular, he was a promoter 
of the foundation of the International 
Geothermal Association (IGA) since its first 
preparatory meeting, held in 1987 in Sparks 
(USA).  

He took part in several heat-flow measurement 
projects in regions of North, Central and South 
America, Australia, Africa, Asia and Europe. 
Alan’s lifelong scientific interest in the 
terrestrial heat-flow measurement and the 
study of the Earth’s thermal state led to 
invitations to speak around the world.  

Among his pioneering works are experimental 
studies on borehole temperature 
measurements, thermophysical properties of 
geological materials and crustal radiogenic 
heat production. He designed and 
implemented the “Divide-Bar apparatus”, a 
well-known, classic technique for thermal 
conductivity measurements, which has been 
adopted in many laboratories worldwide and 
calibrated following his indications. More 
recently, he addressed the reconstruction of 
ground surface temperature history from 
underground temperature records. He was the 
author of the textbook 'Physical Principles of 
Exploration Methods' and numerous other 
publications. Professor Beck was the 1993 
winner of J. Tuzo Wilson Medal of the 
Canadian Geophysical Union. 

Alan was by far one of the most respected and 
loved members of the geothermal community 
and his passing away is indeed a great loss. 
He played a formative role model for many 
scientists in several respects - in his approach 
to scientific questions, as a textbook author, 
and (not the least important aspect) also in 
human terms. His benevolent smile, exigent 
but highly equitable personality and witty 
humour were displayed since the first meeting. 

This is why we will always keep his honorable 
memory in our hearts. 

The International Heat Flow Commission 

https://coremantlehouches.github.io/
mailto:barbara@seismo.berkeley.edu


IASPEI Newsletter - 11 - December 2019 

 

Meetings Calendar 
We report below titles, dates, places and 
websites of the forthcoming meetings relevant 
to the interests of IASPEI scientists. If you are 
aware of events not listed below or changes 
regarding these events, please inform the 
Secretary General. 

2021 
 
vEGU General Assembly 2021 
April 19 – 30, 2021, virtual 
URL: https://www.egu21.eu/ 
 
Seismological Society of America (SSA) 
April 19 – 23, 2021, virtual, USA 
URL: https://www.seismosoc.org/annual-
meeting/ 
 
19th International Workshop on Seismic 
Anisotropy &  
2nd Workshop on Active and Passive 
Seismics in Laterally Inhomogeneous 
Media 
June 7 – 12, 2021, Želiv Premonstratensian 
Monastery, Czech Republic 
URL: http://sw3d.cz/apslim/apslim-
iwsa_2020.htm 
 
CTBT Science and Technology (SnT) 2021 
June 21 to July 2, 2021, Vienna, Austria and 
virtual 
URL: https://events.ctbto.org/snt/snt2021  
 
Summer School on "Core-Mantle 
Interactions through time" 
June 28 to July 23, 2021, Les Houches, 
France 
URL: https://coremantlehouches.github.io  
 
Goldschmidt 2021  
July 4 – 9, 2021, Lyon, France 
URL: 
https://2021.goldschmidt.info/goldschmidt/202
1/meetingapp.cgi  
 
AOGS2021 18th Annual Meeting 
August 1 – 6, 2021, virtual 

URL: https://www.asiaoceania.org/aogs2021 
 
3rd Joint IAGA-IASPEI Scientific Assembly 
together with ASC, 13th General Assembly 
August 21 – 27, 2021, virtual, Hyderabad, 
India 
URL: http://www.iaga-iaspei-india2021.in/  
 
AfSC 3rd General Assembly 
September 6 – 10, 2021, Kasane, Botswana 
URL: http://afsc3ga2020.co.bw/site/  
 
ESC 37th General Assembly 
September 19 – 24, 2021, virtual, Greece 
URL: https://www.erasmus.gr/microsites/1193 
 
XXth General Assembly of Wegener 
October 25 – 29, 2021, Marrakech, Morocco 
URL: https://wegener2021.sciencesconf.org 
 
AGU Fall Meeting 
December 13 – 17, 2021, New Orleans, USA 
URL: https://www.agu.org/Fall-meeting 
 
 
2022 
 
Čermák7 – 7th International Meeting on 
Heat Flow and the Geothermal Field 
To be decided 
URL: https://ihfc-iugg.org/meetings 
 
LACSC 4th General Assembly 
To be decided 
 
EGU General Assembly 2022 
April 3 – 8, 2022, Vienna, Austria 
 
3rd European Conference on Earthquake 
Engineering and Seismology 
June 19 – 24, 2022, Bucharest, Rumania 
URL: https://3ecees.ro/  
 
AGU Fall Meeting 
December 12 – 16, 2022, Chicago, USA 
URL: https://www.agu.org/Fall-meeting-2022 
 
 
2023 
 
EGU General Assembly 2023 
April 23 – 28, 2023, Vienna, Austria 

http://sw3d.cz/apslim/apslim-iwsa_2020.htm
http://sw3d.cz/apslim/apslim-iwsa_2020.htm
https://events.ctbto.org/snt/snt2021
https://coremantlehouches.github.io/
https://2021.goldschmidt.info/goldschmidt/2021/meetingapp.cgi
https://2021.goldschmidt.info/goldschmidt/2021/meetingapp.cgi
http://www.iaga-iaspei-india2021.in/
http://afsc3ga2020.co.bw/site/
https://www.erasmus.gr/microsites/1193
https://wegener2021.sciencesconf.org/
https://www.agu.org/Fall-meeting
https://3ecees.ro/
https://www.agu.org/Fall-meeting-2022
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IUGG 28th General Assembly 
July 2023, Berlin, Germany 
URL: https://www.iugg2023berlin.org/  
 
AGU Fall Meeting 
December 11 – 15, 2023, San Francisco, 
USA 
 
 
2024 
 
EGU General Assembly 2024 
April 14 – 19, 2024, Vienna, Austria 
 
AGU Fall Meeting 
December 2024, Washington, USA 
 
 
2025 
 
AGU Fall Meeting 
December 2025, New Orleans, USA 
 
 
2026 
 
AGU Fall Meeting 
December 2026, San Francisco, USA 
 

 

General Information about 
IASPEI 

The International Association of Seismology and 
Physics of the Earth’s Interior [IASPEI] is one of the eight 
Associations of the International Union of Geodesy and 
Geophysics [IUGG]. 
 
The other IUGG Associations are: 
 
Int’l Association of Cryospheric Sciences [IACS] 
Int’l Association of Geodesy [IAG] 
Int’l Association of Geomagnetism and Aeronomy 
[IAGA] 
Int’l Association of Hydrological Sciences [IAHS] 
Int’l Association of Meteorology and Atmospheric 
Sciences [IAMAS] 
Int’l Association for the Physical Sciences of the 
Oceans [IAPSO] 
Int’l Association of Volcanology and Chemistry of the 
Earth's Interior [IAVCEI] 

Scientific Assemblies 

IASPEI holds an Ordinary General Assembly every four 
years in conjunction with each Ordinary General 
Assembly of IUGG. Between the General Assemblies, 
IASPEI holds a Scientific Assembly, sometimes meeting 
with one of the other Associations of IUGG. 

Participation in IASPEI Activities 

Since July 2015, all scientists participating in IASPEI 
activities are counted as members of IASPEI (see 
http://www.iaspei.org/statutes.html). IASPEI welcomes 
all scientists throughout the world to join in seismological 
research. 

IASPEI is subdivided into several Commissions, many 
of which have working groups for the study of particular 
subjects in their general areas of interest. On occasion, 
these internal IASPEI groups issue their own 
newsletters or circulars and many maintain their own 
websites. At the IASPEI Assemblies, the groups 
organize specialist symposia, invite scholarly reviews 
and receive contributed papers that present up-to-the-
minute results of current research. The IASPEI web site 
gives, or provides links to, information on the range of 
IASPEI activities. 

The IASPEI Website 

IASPEI can be found on the web at: 
http://www.iaspei.org/ 

Contacting IASPEI 

The Secretary-General is the main point of contact for 
all matters concerning IASPEI. 

Dr. Johannes Schweitzer / IASPEI 
c/o NORSAR 
Gunnar Randers vei 15 
PO Box 53, N-2007 Kjeller 
Norway 

E-mail: iaspei@norsar.no 

https://www.iugg2023berlin.org/
http://www.iaspei.org/
http://www.iugg.org/
http://www.cryosphericsciences.org/
http://www.iag-aig.org/
http://www.iaga-aiga.org/
https://iahs.info/
http://www.iamas.org/
http://www.iugg.org/iapso/
https://www.iavceivolcano.org/
http://www.iaspei.org/statutes.html
http://www.iaspei.org/
mailto:iaspei@norsar.no
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